CLAIMS 



1 . A method for adjusting levels of a viewiijfe parameter for an image screen disposed on a 
portable computer, the method comprising: 

/ .(See co/ ^ (jobs'?- 2!) 

a processor disposed in the portable Computer receiving an activation signal for viewing 
parameter control from a first input mechanism, the activation signal corresponds to a single 
interaction with the first input mechapsm; 

responsive to the activation/signal, a program displaying graphical user interface elements 
adapted for viewing parameter control on the image screen; 

the processor receiving an adjustment signal indicating adjustment from prior values of the 
viewing parameter to new Wilues of the viewing parameter; and ( ^td C©) ^| , | J 0#$ 2^ "* ^ ^ 

responsive to receiving the adjustment signal, the processor adjusting the values of the 
viewing parameter for ihe image screen to the new value. C SCC C o i M / j > n€S 2 & ~ 3^-^ 



2. The method of claim 1 , whqtain prior to the receiving of the adjustment signal, the 

method includes: ^ 

receiving an interaction signal corresponding to an interaction with one or more ot the 

graphical user interface elements;\ 

responsive to receiving the interaction signal, the program causing a generation of the 
adjustment signal, the new values Corresponding to the interacting. C S Co( ^ 1 1 ^ J 2h 3k) 
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1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein the graphical user interface elements include an 

2 adjustment bar and a slider disposed along the adjustment bar, the image screen adapted to provide 

3 signals to programs in response to at least one contact with the image screen. 

1 4. The method of claim 3 , wherein interacting with the graphical user interface elements • 

2 includes one or more of: / 

3 a contact with the image screen by an implement on a location disposed on the adjustment 

4 bar other than directly above the slider; and 

p 5 a contact with the image screen by an implement directly above the slider, and while 

ry6 maintaining contact with the image screen moving the implement along the adjustment bar. 

rfl 5. The method of claim 1, wherein the image screen includes pixels, the pixels having 

L2 output levels, and the adjusting includes: 

py3 adjusting image screen dmve voltages to adjusted voltages corresponding to the new values, 

yg4 the pixels connected to the imagp screen drive voltages; and 

5 the pixel output levels responding to the adjusted voltages by providing an adjusted image. 

I V l 6. The method of claim 5, wherein the imager screen includes portions adapted for 

SA> > \ / 

q£ X illumination by groups of pixels including a first portion configured for illumination by a first group 

* 3 of pixels, and wherein the adjusting includes: / 

4 ^ maintaining the image screen drive voltages at low levels for one or more of the groups of 

5 pixels, and / 

6 adjusting the image screen voltages to Adjusted voltages corresponding to the new values for 
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7 the first group of pixels, the first portion covering less than approximately twenty-percent of the 

8 image screen, and wherein the method includes 

9 the portable computer displaying/selected information only on the first portion. 

1 7. The method of claim 1, wherein prior to the ijbceiving of the adjustment signal the 

2 method includes: 

3 receiving an interaction signal from a second mp\A mechanism to indicate adjustment of the 

4 values of the viewing parameter to new values; and 
=3 responsive to the interaction signal from the second input mechanism, the processor sending 
06 a signal corresponding to the adjustment signal to a memory disposed in the portable computer. 



Ui 8. The method of claim 7, wherein the second input mechanism comprises an up 

L2 scrolling button having a first pressing region afid down scrolling button having a second pressing 

j}3 region, and the scrolling buttons adapted to pyoviofe adjustment indications for the values of the 

ySl viewing parameter to the progrfi 

~5 the interacting with the second inpi/(t mejKs^ism includes one or morepf: 

6 pressing the firs\pressing^gfon for a period ofTIme less than approximately 500 

7 milliseconds thereby providing an indication of an incremental upwards adjustment of the levels of 

8 the viewing parameter to the application; 

9 pressing the first pressing region for a period of time greater than approximately 500 

10 milliseconds, thereby providing an indication of a large upwards adjustment of the levels of the 

1 1 viewing parameter to the application, the large upwards adjustment more than approximately twice 

12 the magnitude of the incremental rup wards adjustment. 
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1 9. The method of claim 1 , wherein: / 

2 the second input mechanism includes a rotate and push switch; and 

3 the method includes, the rotate and push switcn responding to a rotation of the rotate and 

4 push switch by providing adjustment indications forAhe values of the viewing parameter to the 

5 program. / 

1 1 0. The method of claim 1 , wherein the first input mechanism comprises a button 

q2 disposed on the portable computer, and the single interaction with the button comprises a pressing of 

fy3 the button. / 

in I 

Jff l 11. The method of claim 1 , wherein responsive to the portable computer in a power off 

L_2 state prior to the activating, the activating includes powering-up the portable computer. 

1 12. The method of claim 1/ wherein prior to the displaying, the method includes the 

2 portable computer responding to the/activation signal by initiating the program. 

1 13. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying includes overlaying one or more of the 

2 graphical user interface elements Jon top of graphics shown on the image screen prior to the 

3 activating. / 
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1 14. The method of claim 1, wherein tpe viewing parameter includes one of contrast, 

2 brightness, color, and screen resolution. / 

1 15. The method of claim 1 , rarther comprising the portable computer responding to 

2 receiving the activation signal by switching the image screen to a preset value of the viewing 

3 parameter. 

1 ^XJ^^^/*^- ^ portable computer comprising: 

/ an image screen adapted to dismay items of information at levels of a viewing parameter; 
§^j3 a first input mechanism adapi!ed to initiate adjustment of viewing parameter values in 

ffl4 response to a single interaction wim the first input mechanism; 
yf5 a processor; and / 

L.6 a memory coupled witm the processor to: 

Jl7 respond to the single interaction by displaying at least one graphical user interface 

[q8 element adapted for adjusting the viewing parameter values; and 
9 respond to inputs applied to the graphical user interface elements by adjusting the 

10 values of the viewing Parameter, each of the inputs including at least one of selecting and adjusting 

1 1 at least one of the graphical user interface elements. 

1 1 7. The portable computer of cMm 1 6, wherein the portable computer comprises a 

2 connected organizer including: /] 

3 a program for viewing parameter dodkrol disposed in the memory; and 

4 a digitizer adapted to respond tolcontact^X v il h QnT image screen by sending an interaction 
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5 signal to the program; and / 

6 wherein the program is adapted to respond to the interaction signal by causing adjustment of 

7 at least one graphical user interface element to indicate mew viewing parameter values. 

1 18. The portable computer of claim 17, wherein: 

2 the viewing parameter is contrast; / 

3 the first input mechanism comprises a button adapted to initiate contrast adjustment 

4 responsive to a single pressing of the button; and / 

the graphical user interface elements include an adjustment bar and a slider disposed above 

fy6 the adjustment bar; and / 

CE7 and the portable computer includes: / 

Wg an operating system disposed in/the memory, the program disposed in the operating; 

;L9 the program adapted to respona to the interaction signal by causing adjustment of the 

3b image to the new viewing parameter values; / 

y|l a power button adapted to power-up fthe portable computer by pressing of the power button; 

12 at least one application button, eacW application button adapted to start a corresponding 

13 application by pressing of the application Iputton; and 

14 a second input mechanism adapted to respond to inputs applied to the second input 

15 mechanism by providing indications of adjustment of values of the viewing parameter to the 

16 memory. / 

1 19. The portable computer of claim 16, wherein the first input mechanism comprises a 

2 button adapted to initiate contrast adjustment responsive to a single pressing of the button. 
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1 20. The portable computer of claim 16, wherein the viewing parameter includes one of 

2 contrast, brightness, colors, and screen resolution. / 

1 21 . The portable computer of claim 16/ including a second input mechanism adapted to 

2 respond to inputs applied to the second input mechanism by providing indications of adjustment of 

3 values of the viewing parameter to the memory / and wherein responsive to the inputs applied to the 

4 second input mechanism, the processor adaptefl to adjust the values of the viewing parameter. 

fyl 22. The portable computer of claim 21 , wherein the second input mechanism includes a 

S2 rotate and push switch adapted to respond 10 a pressing applied to the rotate and push switch by 

W3 exiting the program for viewing parameter control. 

211 23. The portable computer of claim 16, wherein: 

"^£2 in response to contact with they image screen, the processor is adapted to send signals to the 

3 memory; and / 

4 the graphical user interface elements include an adjustment bar and a slider disposed above 

5 the adjustment bar. / 

1 24. The portable computer of claim 16, wherein the first input mechanism comprises a 

2 single momentary single pole single throw (SPST) switch. 
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25. The portable computer of claim 16, wherein the image screen includes pixels, the 
values of the viewing parameter vary in response to image screen drive voltages, and different 
groups of the pixels have different image screen drive voltages. 



26. The portable computer of cl£im 16, wherein the image screen includes pixels, the 
values of the viewing parameter vary in response to image screen drive voltages, and more than 
approximately eighty percent of the pixels have a value of the viewing parameter corresponding to a 
first image screen drive voltage. 



"Ml 27. A portable computer comprising: 

a screen means for displaying items of information at a set of viewing parameter values; 
an input means for: 

^4 initiating adjustment of the jfet of viewing parameter levels in response to a single 

=H5 interaction with the input means; 
A6 a processor means connected tcythe input means; and 

7 a memory means, where/n thgrprcjpessor means is coupled with the memory means for: 

8 responding to tlie sinfelo/inreraction by disglayifig at least one graphical user interface 

9 element adapted for viewing parameter control on the screen means in response to the single 

10 interaction; and 

1 1 adjusting the screen means drive voltages in response to at least one input, each input 

12 is applied to at least one graphical user interface element, each input is applied by one of selecting 

13 and adjusting a corresponding! graphical user interface element. 
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